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Peppermint
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“Natural mint” has played invaluable roles for over 2000 years all around the world
and there was a time when 70% of the world share was produced in Kitami.

Even in the World Map of Perfume it was written as Japan produce peppermint.
After these glorious days, liberalization of imports and synthetic mint led the Kitami
Mint Factory to the closure in 1983.

Since then Kitami’s mint industry has been very quiet.
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Kitami Hakka Tsusho was born at the same time of the closure of Kitami Mint Factory.

Since the very beginning, our thoughts are to protect Kitami mint.

With all of your support our mint field is slowly but surely increasing the area.

By increasing demand of Kitami-produced mint and frequent development of its products,
we believe that we can help to “reproduce the local resource” and “revive Kingdom of Mint” .
We are doing our utmost to help to make mint become the characteristic of this city Kitami

once again.






KNOWLEDGE OF MINTS
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B (hakka) is herb with wide variety which is cultivated all around the world.

“Mint” in English, “Menthe” in Latin and “&7&" in Chinese which is the same as Japanese.

Characteristics of this herb are this cooling sensation you can get only by squeezing the leaves, and the
square stalk since it is lamiaceae.

Although the content of oil is different depending on the kinds, fresh Japanese mint leaves only contain
0.4 to 0.5%. (Even though Japanese mint contains more oil than other mints.) There needs to be at least
1000 mi to get 10kg of oil. “£-Menthol”, “£-Carvone” and many other components make the fragrance

and flavor different.



TYPES OF MINTS
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Japanese mint contains “ £ -Menthol” (Brain of mint) more than any other kinds of mint and it is

often cultivated to extract menthol. “Mint oil” (purified oil) is made during the process of extracting
menthol.
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Most of us know “mint” as “peppermint”. This synonym of mint’s main component is also * £ -Menthol”.
Not only it is used as essential oil but also dried leaves are often used for tea and cooking.
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Fresh leaves of spearmint is often used for cooking mostly in Europe and the US. Not like the other

two kinds, the main component of spearmint is “ £ - Carvone”. Although the origin of this mint is Europe,
80% of mint grown in the US are spearmint.






CULTIVATION AND EXTRACTION
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Cultivation in general in Hokkaido is made during the period of 6 months after a long winter. Cultivation of
mint is also made in a very short period of time. “Shukon” (roots) were plant after harvest in autumn,
sprout in the early summer and grow at once in a very short summer and harvested again in the
mid-September.

It is not too difficult to grow mint with certain amount of rainfall, however without using chemicals frequent
weeding is very important. Also too much or too little of rainfall could make leaves wither or change the
quality of the extracts.

After drying in the sun, the leaves are put in the distillation still and extracted mint crude oil. Then the
extracts are delivered to the purifying factory. Through the several processes such as separation to make
“Purified menthol” (£ -Menthol) and “Purified mint oil” , filtration and centrifugation, it finally becomes the

products.







TANAKA DISTILLATION STILL
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“Steam distillation method” invented in Europe has been used for a long time for extraction of plant oil and more as well as mint
oil. At the time the method was invented, the extraction process was from collecting firewood for power source and needed to
attend all the time so it took a lot of time and money.

Therefore distillation still was shared by multiple farmers and entire family had to work all day.

During the needing of streamline, a number of improved models were invented to cover the shortcomings. In 1930 “Tanaka
distillation still” was invented by Mr. Tanaka Shinomatsu. This distillation still could extract more than “Hako Seirogata” and about 9
times more than “Tensuigama” and were able to save a lot of time. This epoch-making invention had a huge impact on improved

models such as “Hokkoushiki distillation still” .



THE ROLE OF MINT
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Mint has played invaluable roles for over 2000 years all around the world.
Natural extracts from mint leaves are still used worldwide for food, medical products, oral care, perfumes,
cosmetics, cigarettes etc---and demand of them are increasing every year.
Qil, crystal, Japanese mint and peppermint -+ each one of them has characteristics such as fragrance and

flavor. We choose what to use for making the best use of it depending on scenes.







MINT PRODUCTS
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Although the number of mint product is still increasing, we could say that we have got all kinds of them in this long
history.

Under such circumstances, we are still trying our best to regenerate “Kitami Japanese mint” and developing new
products which people can safely use for consumption as “Natural Food Additive”.
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Food: candy, tablet candy, bean sweet, cookie, mint tea
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Cosmetic: skin cream, soap, bath agent
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Other: oral care (tooth pick), other general goods
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12 Bags

individual packaging
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Kitami HakkaTsusho CO.LTD.
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MINT IN LIFE
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Mint is used as an ingredient for various products. Not only for processed products but also the oil and crystal
itself are used in various scenes.

B As a natural food additive. For flavoring jelly, confectionery, tea and liqueur etc.
B For outdoor activities and sport, make good use of this cooling sensation.

B For rainy season and humid and hot weather, it helps you to feel refreshing.

B Effective for removing odor of rooms and fabrics.

B Insects and small animals seem to avoid the soothing mint stimulation.
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[ Company Name ]

[ Head Office ]

[ Sapporo Office ]

[ Representative ]

[ Business Content ]
[ Foundation ]

[ Establishment ]

[ Capital ]
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Kitami Hakka Tsusho Co., Ltd.

1-7-3, Oroshi-machi, Kitami, Hokkaido, Japan, 0900056
4-3-10, Misono 3-jo, Toyohira-ku, Sapporo, Japan, 0620003
Yuichi Nagata

Producing mint products, wholesale

1984

1985

10million yen

[ Number of Employee ] ~ Officer: 3 directors, 1 auditor Employee: 25

[ Bank ]

[ Major Client ]

[ Major affiliation ]

[ Affiliates ]

Part time employee: 12 (2 food hygiene supervisors) Total: 40

Kitami-chuo branch of North Pacific Bank, Kitami branch of Hokkaido Bank,

Head quarter of Kitami Shinkin Bank

Mitsukoshi Isetan HD, Highland Group, JFR Group,

Yamagataya Group, Tenmaya Group, Sanseido Book Store, Co-op etc.

The Hokkaido International Trade& Industry Promotion Association, Okhotsk Tourism Association,

Food Hygiene Association Kitami Area, Kitami Chamber of Commerce& Industry, Sapporo Chamber of Commerce& Industry,
Kitami City Tourism Association, Kitami Corporation Association, Kitami Sogo Oroshi Center Corporation

Agricultural Production Corporation Kitami Hakka Kenkyujo

Taiwan Kitami Hakka Tsusho Co., Ltd.



KITAMINT HALL

“KITAMINT HALL" is a multi-purpose space equipped with a
projector and a stage. This event hall can be used for various
occasion and events.

You can see pieces of Kitami Hakka' s history such as a
model of the old “Hokuren Kitami Mint Factory” , distiller and
display of a history panel.

There is also a showroom where you can see and purchase all
of our products.

KHETEEZEZL  Nagata distiller

KITAMINT HALL
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Showroom
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Curling team : Locostera

The achievements of Atsuko Matsuzawa are also
on display.



KITAMINT FACTORY FACILITY OVERVIEW
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Site area @ 3,840 ni
Parking lot building : 1,040 m
Customer parking space : 30 cars, 6 buses

SN

Total floor area 2,240 mi
1F : 1,400 m (Factory, warehouse, truck yard etc.)
2F: 850m (office, meeting room, employee rest space)

Customer Facilities
1F : Kitamint Hall : Events and display of models / history panel,
Showroom, Restroom (2 each for male, 4 for female,
1 multi-purpose room)
2F : Presentation Room: 21 conference two-seat table (For up
to 42 to 60 people), Guest reservation room (10 people),
Restroom (2 each for male and 2 for female)

Guest reservation room

Al Entrance



KITAMINT FACTORY FACILITY OVERVIEW
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Office entrance

Free meeting room

2

Head office meeting room

Employee
rest space

This area is emphasized on communication.
Simple and functional area with extra space full of ideas.
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Meeting booth




KITAMINT FACTORY PRODUCTION PLANT

Container washing

Production line =8 machine
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Air shower

EYesk

Foreign substance
inspection machine

J\ 733 FEiB#E  Filling machine

Mint oil products are produced under the strict hygiene
management.

From washing container, filling to capping with latest
facilities and equipment, you can watch the process
from “KITAMINT HALL" .



CORPORATE HISTORY

1984 4

1985 4

1989 £
1993 4
1995 4
1999 #
2001 £
2003 £
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2006 4
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2009
2010 4
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FTREFTHETERY R 1/50
Kitami Hakka factory restored model, scale 1/50



1984 :

1985 :

1989 :
1993 :
- 1995:
1999 :
2001 :
2003 :
2004 :
2006 :

2008 :
2009 :
2010:

2011 :
2012
2013:
2014 :

2015
2016:
2019:

The year after the closing of “Hokuren Kitami Mint Factory” , former president Takehiko Nagata started an independent
business from “Nagata Candy” which was a family business. Launched “Mint Oil Bottle” which was made from 15kg of row
material and took the first step.

Built a new office in Banba-cho, Kitami and became an incorporated company. Expanded the sales routes to tourist spots in
Eastern Hokkaido, pharmacies and department stores. Released “Mint Oil Spray” and “Peppermint Crystal”.

Released “Peppermint Tea”.

Reorganized to Kitami Hakka Tsusho Co., Ltd. and started developing overseas market.
Released non coloring version of “Mint Candy”.

Established a sales office in Hakodate.

Relocated the office to Oroshi-machi, Kitami.

Released “Mint Cream” ; moisturizing cream that is combined with horse oil.

Started trial cultivation of “Japanese mint”.

Started full-scale of cultivating “Japanese mint oil” at a contracted farm and began developing products made with locally
produced materials.

Released “Savon de Menthe” (Mint Soap); first product that is made with locally produced Japanese mint oil.
Released “Mentab” (Mint tablet candy).

25th anniversary of the founding. Installed a distiller at the head office as a commemorative project. Released “Sel de
Menthe” (Mint Bath Salt).

Established a sales office in Sapporo.
Released “Menbis” (Mint Biscuit).
Kitami-made refined Japanese mint oil and menthol were completed.

Released “Wash Mint”, “Original Mint” and “Mint Face”. “Wash Mint”, “Peppermint Candy” and “Menbis” got certified as
Okhotsk Brand.

30th anniversary of the founding.
Yuichi Nagata was inaugurated as the company president.
New head office completed.
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Head office
T090-0056 JriEdL EiEIRT 1 T B 7 Fith 3
TEL (0157)66-5655 FAX(0157)36-3663

Sapporo branch office
T062-0003 fALIEMBFXERE3IFZ4TEH3IEF 105 HIREIL 9

E-mail @ info@e-hakka.com
; URL © http://www.hakka.be
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